2014 TOPIK GUIDE
□ What is the TOPIK Test?
The TOPIK, Test of Proficiency in Korean, is a written test designed to measure the ability of non-native speakers for expression and comprehension in the Korean language. 
The TOPIK test measures proficiency in vocabulary, grammar, writing, reading and listening comprehension in the Korean language. The test has three different levels: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced. Further accuracy is expressed through six grades, two matched to each level to evaluate proficiency.
□ Who administers the TOPIK Test?
The Korean Ministry of Education is responsible for the general management of the test, such as supervising institutions administering the test in domestic and overseas locations.
  The National Institute for International Education handles the scheduling & issuance of testing management guidance, development of the test, printing and distribution of test sheets, and the scoring of test results.
  The Korean Education Center administers the annual test at the request of the above institutions.
□ For Whom is the TOPIK intended?
  This comprehensive test is intended for non-native speakers of Korean, such as Korean language learners, international students who want to study in Korea as well as individuals who would like to work in Korean companies and public institutions.
The test also serves as an excellent opportunity to receive formal certification for those who expect to use Korean in their careers. Students of Korean who take the test will also learn which aspects of the language they need to concentrate on in future study.
The TOPIK is divided into four sections: Vocabulary & Grammar, Writing, Listening and Reading,  Each section is graded out of 100 points with a possible total of 400 points for the total exam.  The test includes composition, listening and multiple choice sections.
□ Which level should I apply for?
There are three different levels: Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced.  Test takers who meet the requirements will be issued a formal certificate with one of six possible grades: low beginner (level 1), high beginner (level 2), low intermediate (level 3), high intermediate (level 4), low advanced (level 5), high advanced (level 6).
To qualify for a certificate, the average of the four sections for low beginner, low intermediate and low advanced must be 50 points or more without any section scoring less than 40 points. The average of the four sections for high beginner, high intermediate and high advanced must be more than 70 points without any section scoring less than 50 points.
The following is the brief description of the language skills demanded of each grade.
	[Beginner level]



	1st Grade
	· Use of basic commands of Korean for survival, such as greeting, purchasing,
ordering, etc.
· Expressing and understanding oneself in simple everyday conversation by making 
simple sentences from 800 basic words.


	2nd Grade
	· Discussion of familiar topics employing a vocabulary of about 1,500∼2,000 words.
· Distinguishing correctly between formal and informal situations.



	[Intermediate level]



	3rd Grade
	· Carrying out transactions with people in public spaces and maintaining 
social relationships.
· Understanding the correct usage of words and speech. 
· Command of fundamental characteristics of Korean.


	4th Grade
	· Comprehension of news articles, general social issues and abstract topics with 
accuracy and fluency. 
· Comprehension of Korean social and cultural contents relying on essential idioms 
and understanding of representative aspects of Korean culture.


	[Advanced level]



	5th Grade
	· High fluency in using the Korean language in professional research or work.
· Understanding and discussing less unfamiliar topics in politics, economics and 
other fields.
· Usage of appropriate expressions, distinguishing formal and informal, written and 
spoken, by context.

	6th Grade
	· Absolutely fluent in the Korean language for professional research or work
· Capacity to understand and express oneself without problem, although without the 
full fluency of a native speaker.
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